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Unidentified  object  traveled  at  high  rate  of 
speed  climbing  rapidly  while  in  a counter- 
clockwise orbit  around  Laekland  AFB.  Object  \ 
made  a headon  pass  at  observer's  plane  missing 
Cx  left  wing  about  50  yards.  Object  had  a J 

bluish  light  which  flickered  on  and  off.  j 


1.  Gbsorver  was  unable  to  give  a 
brief  description  of  tho  object. 
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On  4 December  1952  the  United  States  Department  of  Cooneroe  leather  Bureau, 
located  on  Laredo  Air  Faroe  Dase#  released  a lighted  weather  balloon  at  2053  hours# 
Central  Standard  Tins*  Surface  wind  and  low  altitude  winds  were  from  the  northwest 
at  low  velocity*  Weather  observers  did  not  observe  aircraft  in  the  vicinity  of 
balloon.  Neither  tower  nor  other  aircraft  observed  light. 
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Laredo  Air  Force  Base,  T< 


1.  On  the  night  of  h December  1952,  1st  Lt  Robert  0.  Arnold  was  flying  locally 
in  a T-23  type  aircraft  for  the  purpose  of.  completing  AfH  60-2  reouirementa . After 
flying  in  the  local  area  for  approximately  taro  hours,  Lt  Arnold  returned  to  the  air- 
field to  on  ter  traffic  and  land.  Student  training  in  T-33  Jet  aircraft  was  in  ?ro- 
rrsss  and  the  landing  period  was  in  session.  Lt  Arnold  received  this  information 
fro*  the  tower  and  therefore  remained  aloft  until  the  landing  period  was  over  ao  that 
he  might  enter  normal  traffic  and  land. 

2.  ihile  salting  for  permission  from  the  toner  to  land,  Lt  Arnold  circled  the 
field  in  a coenter  clockwise  manner  and  observed  the  Jet  aircraft  in  the  pattern  and 
landing  from  an  altitude  of  6000' • After  approximately  Ii5  minutes  of  holding  aloft, 

Lt  Arnold  ascertained  there  were  only  three  Jet  aircraft  remaining  in  traffic.  A 
surveillance  of  the  ianedlate  area  around  the  field  to  see  if  ary  other  aircraft 
remained  aloft  was  made  by  Lt  Arnold  to  determine  how  much  longer  he  would  be  required 
;o  hold  before  landing.  It  was  at  this  time  he  noticed  a rapidly  moving  blueish 
light  at  approximate  traffic  altitude  (1500'  to  2000').  It  was  approximately  3 o'clock 
lew  to  his  position,  which  was  about  two  miles  southeast  of  the  base  at  6000' , and 

the  light  appeared  to  be  over  the  Height#  residential  area,  directly  southwest  of  the 
base,  and  traveling  on  a southeasterly  course.  Lt  Arnold  considered  the  object  to  be 
a fourth  Jet  aircraft  still  outeide  the  traffic  pattern  until  he  noticed  the  absence 
of  position,  passing,  and  fuselage  lights. 

3.  At  this  point,  Lt  Arnold  steepened  his  turn  to  the  left  to  keep  the  object 
in  3ight.  The  object  continued  on  a southeasterly  course  until  approximately  six 
rriles  southeast  of  Lt  Arnold's  position,  which  was  approximately  where  he  had  origi- 
nally sighted  the  object.  At  this  time  the  object  rose  immediately  to  Lt  Arnold’s 
~L -si tube  of  6000*  and  began  a wide  sweeping  counter  clockwise  orbit  of  the  Air  Base. 
The  terrific  speed  of  the  object  still  led  Lt  Arnold  to  think  it  was  a Jet  aircraft 

in  til  he  realised  from  previous  Jet  experience  that  the  opeed  3hould  have  been  conef.  1- 
3 r ably  dissipated  after  such  a maneuver.  At  a position  approximately  three  Tiles 
north  of  the  airfield  in  the  objects  orbit  it  immediately  descended  to  approximately' 
lbOO  to  2000'*  again  and  continued  its  orbit  to  the  left  around  the  city  of  Laredo, 

5xae,  until  lt  reached  approximately  the  center  of  the  business  district,  at  which 
time  toe  object  made  a very  rapid  flitting  ascent  due  south  to  approximately  15,000'. 
'he  rate  of  climb  was  terrlflo.  At  this  point,  the  object  was  approximately  6 to  8 
dies  southwest  of  Lt  Arnold's  position  (which  was  directly  over  the  ra mp  on  a 
southerly  heading).  The  object  then  turned  eastward  and  immediately  descended  to 
Lt  Arnold'  9 altitude  of  6000*  again  and  proceeded  eastward  until  approximately  6 miles 


straight  away  or  coming  straight  toward  Lt  Arnold's  aircraft.  At  this  time,  Lt  Arnold 
ridded  full  power  and  declined  the  pitch  of  his  aircraft  to  proceed  directly  south- 
eastward toward  the  object.  Lt  Arnold's  intentions  were  merely  curiosity.  Approxi- 
mately two  3eooada  after  this  action  was  taken  by  Lt  Arnold,  the  object  appeared  to 


oee  at  & terrific  rate  in  a head  on  approach.  At  approximately  100  yards  in  front 


of  Lt  Arnold's  aircraft,  the  object  seemed  to  waver  slightly  in  a vertical  plane  as 
if  determining  an  which  side  of  his  aircraft  to  pass.  The  object  passed  very  cloeely 
off  the  left  wing  of  Lt  Arnold’s  aircraft  within  a distance  of  $0  yards  and  Lt  Arnold 
noted  a blurred  reccdsh -blueish  base  of  undetermined  sise  and  chape,  out  definitely 
no  larger  than  hie  aircraft.  This  action  happened  so  rapidly  that  Lt  Arnold  was  un- 
. >1#  to  take  any  evasive  action.  Immediately  after  the  object  passed,  Lt  Arnold  broke 
fiarply  to  the  left  in  order  to  keep  the  object  in  sight.  The  object  rapidly  made  a 
-lifting  ascent  again  to  approximately  15000*  and  circled  to  the  left  and  began  to 
a*  sc  end  as  If  positioning  itself  for  another  past  on  Lt  Arnold's  aircraft.  At  this 
point,  out  of  sheer  fright,  Lt  Arnold  turned  off  all  his  running  lights  and  spiraled 
steeply  to  the  left,  keeping  the  object  in  sitfit,  and  leveled  off  at  1500'.  At  this 
uL.ne  the  object  seemed  to  level  off  from  its  circling  descent  towards  Lt  Arnold's  air- 
craft, turn  sharply  to  the  ri&ht  on  a oouthar.ly  hoadln*  and  made  another  rapid  flitting 
ascent  Into  the  atmosphere  until  out  of  sight. 
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1*.  The  object  vu  o'o8«md  by  Lt  Arnold  for  approximately  seven  minutes  and  the 
exact  time  of  the  head  on  pass  was  2053.  The  object  has  been  referred  to  os  on 
object  because  it- vac  identifiable  only  by  the  small , flickering  blueiah  light  by 
iThieh  the  observer  was  able  to  track  its  flight  path.  The  siae  of  the  light  was 
described  by  the  observer  as  approximately  1/2  the  - size  of  the  glow  emitted  by  a 
normal  position  light  on  a T-33  type  aircraft.  Its  speed  was  estimated  to  be  in 
oxeess  of  5 00  ~MPH,  and  its  maneuvers,  which  consisted  mainly  of  rapid  flitting  ascents 
and  descents,  were  unusually  outstanding  because  they  were  certainly  not  conventional. 

5.  The  observer  parked  his  aircraft  on  tha  Laredo  Air  Force  Baas  ramp  at  exactly 
2105  and  shortly  thereafter  reported  the  incident  to  the  proper  authority. 

6.  S’cetch  of  observer's  flight  path  and  the  object's  flight  path  is  attached. 
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On  the  night  of  Dec- 

ilot  laV 


ber  4.1951,  a fright* 
entt*  Air  Force  pilot  laV,  cTat  Laredo,  Texas. 
Since  .actual  names  are  deleted  in  clearing  in- 
telligence reports,  I call  him  Lt.  Earl  Fogle. 

Twelve  miles  from  the  field,  Fogle  told 
air-ba.?e  officers,  a blue-lighted  object  had  al- 
most crashed  into  his  fighter.  It  had  been  no 
accident.  The  strange  device  had  raced  head- 
on  at  his  lighted  F-51 . At  the  last  instant,  it  had 
fl  ipped  to  one  side,  streaking  by  at  terrific  speed. 

Badly  shaken,  Fogle  watched  it  flash  up 
in  a vertical  climb.  After  a moment,  the  object 
turned,  circling  back  as  if  for.  another  pass. 
Fogle  hastily  switched  off  his. .lights,  nosed 

• * •*'s  , : * * 


down  in  a steep  spiral.  The  unknown 
dived  to  2.000  feet.  Apparently  missing  Fogle’s 
plane  in  the  dark,  it  circled  toward  Laredo  air 
base,  then  swiftly  turned  away.  Again  climb- 
ing straight  upward,  the  machine  disappeared 
in  the  night. 

Three  years  before,  many  Air  Force  offi- 
cers would  have  scoffed  at  Fogle’s  report.  He 
was  not  ridiculed  now.  For  two  hours,  intel- 
ligence officers  grilled  him  on  every  detail.  Did 
the  UFO  (unidentified  flying  object)  seem  to 
be  piloted  or  under  remote  control?  What  was 
its  size  and  shape?  Its  speed  compared  with  a 
jet?  Did  the  blue  light  blink  or  pulsate?  On 
and  on  went  the  questions,  worked  out  by  tb-t  / 
Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center  to  identic  f 
UFO  types.  Then  secret  reports  were  put  o» 
the  wires  for  the  ATIC  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and 
intellisence  headquarters  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  intelligence  report  of  the  Laredo  en- 
counter was  cleared  for  me  by  Albert  M.  Chop, 
the  Air  Force  civilian  expert  on  UFO’s.  Two 
years  before,  as  acting  press  chief  at  Dayton, 
Chop  had  learned  most  of  the  flying-saucer 
story  from  Project  Bluebook.  When  he  trans- 
ferred *o  the  Pentagon,  he  had  become  the  Air 
Force  press  specialist  on  flying  saucers. 

(The  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center, 
summary  of  the  Laredo  incident  wai  seen  by 
a Loox  researcher  in  September  after  Major 

'STSfcV.;  ~ •••  Jed 

Kejrhoc’s  boolrwa*  in  print.  Hal- 
lowed the  Keyhoe  version  in  iub- 
stance  but  commented:  “ATIC  be-  | 
lieves  that  it  was  an  aircraft  and 
that  the  maneuvers  were  exag- 
gerated." The  official  conclusion 
__  at.-  vir  tuft*  4,Po**ii>W  Air*  | ^ "" 


I 


j r 


O-i 

* t 


*.  A * 


r-  i-  i i 


a 


LacklandLAir- Force  Base,  Texas- 


5 December  1952 


I*  Description  of  Incident 

Phils  orbiting  over  Lackland  AFB  a T-28  type  aircraft  sighted  an  unusual 
blue  light  of  about  half  the  intensity  of  the  normal  glow  emitted  by  a T-33 
position  light*  The  time  of  sighting  was  approximately  20i*8  CST  under  clear 
weather  conditions  with  the  wind  at  6,000  feet  from  15  degrees  at  25  knots* 

The  object's  maneuvers  consisted  of  a counter-clockwise  orbit  over  the  air 
base,  an  apparent  pass  on  the  T-28  and  finally  an  irregular  rapid  ascent  and 
disappearance  to  the  south*  The  pilot  of  the  observing  aircraft  attempted  an 
Interception  but  overshot*  The  object  was  not  sighted  after  2056  CST* 

II*  Discussion  of  Incident 

Student  flying  in  jot  type  aircraft  was  in  progress  at  the  time  of  sighting. 
The  observing  pilot  8aw  these  aircraft  and  could  not  have  confused  them  with 
the  unidentified  object*  A scheduled  balloon  launch  from  Lackland  AFB  was  set 
for  approximately  2100  CST,  very  close  to  the  time  of  sighting*  In  addition, 
the  orbiting  climb  of  the  oblect  as  well  as  its  general  southerly  heading  (which 
ties  in  with  the  winds  aloft)  indicato  that  the  unknown  was  probably  a balloon* 
Project  Blue  Book  has  had  many  reports  in  the  past  of  known  balloons  apparently 
Intercepting  investigating  aircraft* 

III*  Conclusion 

Probably  a balloon* 
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On  the  aigfct  of  4 Dec  52  an  Air 


pilot  vaa  flying  locally  In  a T-2d  type  e/c 


It  vaa  at  this  tint  ha  noticed  a rapidly  moving  bluioh  light  at  approximate  traffic 
altitude  (l;CC*  to  2000*)  • It  was  approximately  8 o'clock  low  to  hi®  position,  which 


vaa  obout  2 ail 


GOOO’  directly  SW  of  the  base  traveling 


course.  Tha  pilot  considered  tba  object  to  he  a 4th  Jot  a/c  outside  the  traffic  pattern 


noticed  the  absence  of  position,  passing.  and  fuselage 


pilot 


steepened  his  turn  to  the  loft  to  keep  the  objoct  In  sight.  The  object  continued  on  a 
C3  course  until  approxiaately  6 miles  S3  of  hla  position  vhich  van  approximately  where 
ho  had  originally  sighted  the  object.  At  this  tin*  the  object  rose  ironed  lately  to  the 
pilot *o  altitude  of  6000'  end  began  a vide  sweeping  counter  clockwise  orbit  of  the  base. 
The  terrific  speed  of  the  object  still  led  the  pitlot  to  think  it  vaa  a Jot  aircraft 
until  he  realized  from  previous  Jet  errperionce  that  the  opeed  should  have  been  consider- 
ably di3sipated  after  such  a maneuver.  At  a position  approximately  3 miles  II  of  the 


air  field  in  the  object’s  orbit,  it  Iziiediately  descended  to  up 


1500  to  200*  again  and  continued  its  orbit  to  the  left  around  the  city  of  Laredo,  Toxas, 


until  it 


approximately  the  center  of  the  business  district,  at  which  time  the 


object  cade  a very  rapid  flitting  ascent  due  5 to  approximate  15,000*.  The  race  of 


climb  vaa 


pilot’s  p 


, At  this  point,  the  object  was  approximately  6 to  3 nils*  SW  of  ■ 
(which  vaa  directly  over  the  romp  on  a S heading)  • The  object  then 


and  immediately  & 


to  the  pilot’s  altitude  of  6,000*  again  and 


until  aprarcxiaately  6 rriJca  S3  of  the  base  ogain  and  it  s< 


to 


stop  as  if  it  -i 


;,  going  atraight  away  or  coming  straight  toward  the  pilot’s 
pilot  added  full  power  and  proceeded  directly  &3  toward  the 


abject.  The  pilot’s  intentions  were  rarely  curiosity.  Approximate  2 seconds  after  this 
action  was  token  by  the  pilot,  the  object  appeared  to  close  at  a terrific  rate  in  a 


I 


C.V3B  # 1 (comtd) 

koad-on  approach.  At  approximately 


yards  la  front  of  the  pilot’s  a/c  the  object 


e 


to 


slightly  la  a vertical  plana  as  if  determining  on  which  side  of  his 


aircraft  to  pass*  The  object  paaaad  very  cloaaly  off  the  loft  wing  of  the  a/c  vlthia 
50  yard a distance  end  the  pilot  noted  a blurred  raddiah-bluslsh  base  of  undetermined 
sise  and  shape  hut  definitely  no  larger  than  hla  a/c.  This  action  happened  to  rapidly 

y 

that -the  pilot  vae  unable  to  taka  any  evasive  action.  Immediately  after  the  object 

a 

pi  q sad,  the  pilot  broke  sharply  to  the  left  in  order  to  beep  the  object  In  sight. 

The  object  rapidly  made  a flitting  ascent  again  to  approximately  15,000’  and  circled 

•* 

to  the  left  and  began  to  descant  as  if  positioning  itself  for  another  pass  on  the  pilot's 
a/c.  At  this  point,  out  of  3heer  fright,  the  pilot  turned  off  all  hiu  running  lights 


and  spiraled  steeply  to  the 


beeping  the  object  in  si^t  end  leveled  off  at 


1>00’.  At  this  time  the  object  seened  to  level  off  from  its  circling  dsscent  towards  • 

s 

the  pilot’s  a/c,  turned  sharply  to  the  right  on  a 3 heading  and  made  another  rapid 
flitting  ascent  into  the  atmosphere  until  out  of  sight.  The  object  was  observed  by 


the  pilot  for  oepradaate  7 minutes  and  the  exact  tine  of  the  head-on-pass  vae  2053* 


The  object  has  been  referred  to  a a an  "object"  because  it  was 


dnly  by 


/ha  email,  flickering  bluelah  light  by  which  the  observer  was  able  to  track  its  flight 
path,  the  si am  of  the  light  was  described  by  the  observer  as  approximate  l/2  the  alee 
of  the  glee  emitted  by  normal  position  light  on  a T-33  type  aircraft.  Its  speed  was 


estimated  to  be  la  osecess  of  300  '.2*3  and  ita  xaaneuvers,  vhlch  consisted  mainly  of 


rapid  flirting 


ta  and  descents,  were  unusually  outstanding,  because  they  were 


certainly  not  conventional.  The  observer  perked  his  a/c  on  the  Laredo  AB  rasra  at 
o:actly  2105  and  shortly  thereafter  reported  the  incident  to  the  proper  authority. 

ATIC  CCMMZSTl  ATIC  believes  that  it  was  on  a/c  and  that  the  maneuvers  were  exagysrated 
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TO  JIPHO/D I RECTOR  OF  INTELLIGENCE  !P.  USAF  MAS  H 25  DC 

JEDMP/A  12  TECHNICAL  I TELLIGENCZ  Cl  I ITT?.  VJRIGNT-PATTEPS  ON  AFB  OLIO  ATT:,' 
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jiden/cg  z:;t  afb  Colorado  springs  cclo 


JMFGO/CG  FTAF  MACC  TEX 
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/K3vi3M.  FLYOBRPT.  7-Ci.  0 ESI:  IS  UNABLE  TG 


OESCriBZ  SHAPE  CI1A  SIZE  CM  A OP.  COLOR  OF  OBJ.  THERE  MAS  ONE  OBJ  OF 
UNDETERMINABLE  AERO -DYNAMIC  FEATURES  CNA  NO  EXHAUST  OR  PUPLti  SYS  MAS 
DISSZRNT  3LI  CM A SPEED  CF  THE  OBJ  MAS  EST  TO  EE  IN  EXCESS  OF  5 BN 


::o  sound  mas  audible  cm  a and  its  maneuvers  consisted  of  rapid 


OF 


ALT  MHILZ  IN  A GENERAL  COUNTER  CLOCKMISE  ORBIT  AROUND  LAFB 


THE  CITY  OF  LAREDO  CNA  TEXAS  AND  NUEVO  LAREDO  CM A MEXICO  PLUS  A HEAD-ON 
PASS  AT  THE  CBS?.  ACFT  AT.  AN  ALT  CF  SCC3  FT  AND  MO  FURTHER  THAN  53  YARDS 

OFF  THE  ::::  LEFT  mg  mnen  passing,  the  manner  of  disappearance 

MAS  A RAPID  FLITTING  ASCENT  ON  A SOUTHERLY  HEADING  INTO  THE  ATM 
UNTIL  CUT  OF  SIGHT.  ONE  UNUSUAL  FEATURE  MAS  A BLUISH  COLORED  LIGHT 
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WHICH  CCN7  TO  FLICKER  SIMILAR  TC  THE  ARC  LIGHT  EMITTED  BY  AM  ELEC  WLD 


IN  OPR.  THE  APPARENT  SIZE  OF  THE  LIGHT  WAS  ESI  AT  AP? 


a::  1/2  the  size 


OF  THE  NORMAL  GLOW  EMITTED  BY  A PSN  LIGHT  ON  A T-53  TYPE  JET  ACFT. 

2.  TIME  OF  SIGHTING  BY  THE  OBSR  WAS  A PRX  2:43  CEN  CM  A THE  TINE  0 
THE  AGGRESSIVE  PASS  WAS  EXACTLY  2033  CEN  AMD  THE  OBJ  DISAPPEARED  I. .7. 
THE  ATM  AT  APPRX  2056  CEN. 

3.  OBSR  WAS  MADE  FROM  A T-23  TYPE  ACFT  TVL  IN  A COUNTER  CLOCKWi: 
ORBIT  AROUND  LAFB  AT  AN  ALT  OF  GZC2  FT  AND  AN  A/S  OF  IS.  KNOTS.  THE 
WAS  SIGHTED  WITH  THE  NAKED  EYE. 
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4.  GEOGRAPHICAL  LOC  OF  OBSR  WAS  LATITUDE  NORTH  27  DEGREES  33  HI 


LOMGTITUDE 
LAFB  TEX. 


DEGREES  27  MIN  IN  A COUNTER  CLOCKWISE  ORBIT  AR'N 


OBSR  IS  A 1ST  L7  IN  THE  AIR  FORCE  AMD  HAS  BEEN  A RT  PLT  FOR  - 
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6.  THE  SKY  COND  WAS  CLEAR  AND  THE  WINDS  AT  THE  OBSR  LEVEL  WERT 


FROM  15  DEGREES  AT  25  KNOTS 
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TERMED  a:;  intcp. 


i“.  3TU  JET  FLY  UAS  IN  PROGRESS  AT  LAFB  A ED  APRX  THREE  JET  ACFT 
REMAINED  IN  TRAFFIC  PLUS  THE  OBSP.  ACFT  WHICH  UAS  HOLDING  ALOFT  PENDING 
TUP  PERMISSION  TO  ENT  TRAP  AND  LAND. 
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1.  S vetch  of  trnox  of 


and  apparent  traok  of  the  reported  li^ht.  ^bou 


pooitJLoa  of  tight  and  aircraft  it  interval#* 


at  2100  C3T, 


tin#  of  launafc*  general  pat h,  type*  and  lighting  of  nny  civilian  or 

• ».<■ 

ir  balloon#  laanobad  In  the  area*  A balloon  Air  tseoaiuled  to  bo  launch 

i 


% bid  b 

4.  io  t> 


note  any  aircraft  near  their  balloon* 


or  other  siroraft  in  too  pattern  see  the  light/ 


r • 


, * * 


ccoaurunc*! 


•y  •• ' 


«TCAA 


securitVc 


• '-V  I 


PASS  1 OP  1 PACES 


OBAFTCTS  NAME  C*»4  ti/nW-  r*fMir»4) 


RELEASING  OFflCLR'S  SIC  NATURE 


GA/?  i.j.  .OiPftll/r* 


SYM 


•riiU-5 


"BRs 


OFFICIAL  titu 


d d , sr„  1 7 3 


REPLACES  NME  FORM  IU,  I MAY  4* 
WHICH  MAY  BE  USED. 


IP-MMIM  ☆ if. 


•.  #ov.****i<t  Murm.  office 


